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1. [Text] Vashington, 16 Nov (EFE)--Salvadoran Foreign Minister Jose
Manuel Pacas Castro today condemned the assassination of six Jesuits
and two women in his country, and he blamed the ultraleftist groups
for it, although he said he had no proof. -

2. ‘It is a repugnant crime,’’ said the foreign minister, who was
attending the 19th OAS General Assembly, and he described the
assassinations as a ‘‘desperate action taken by the left.’’

3. Joao Baena Soares, secretary general of the 0AS, was asked today
to report to the assembly on the situation in El Salvador in
compliance with the resolution on that country that was approved on
Tuesday.

4. A communique released today by a Farabundo Marti National
LIberation Front [FMLN] spokesman in Washington blamed the Salvadoran
Army for the crime, and added that ‘‘all of the bodies had bullet
wounds in the head, indicating that they were executed.’’

5. Pacas Castro said today that the Salvadoran Government, headed by
Alfredo Cristiani, will maintain its commitment to a dialogue to
discuss the suspension of the hostilities and to implement an
internal peace process.

6. Moreover, he announced that an official mission, capable of
making decisions and commitments, will travel to Caracas in the hope
of meeting with representatives of the FMLN guerrillas.

7. The Salvadoran foreign minister said the situation in his country
is under control and that Army troops are slowly moving into the
densely populated areas to avoid bloodshed among the civilian
population.

8. As for a request by the International Red Cross to call for a
cease-fire for humanitarian reasons to treat the wounded and civilian
victims, Pacas Castro said that the first-aid brigades continue to do
their work in El Salvador.
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9. As for the assassination of the six Jesuits and the two women, he
said ‘‘he condemned this type of violence’’ because Ignacio
Ellacuria, one of the Jesuit priests who was killed, ‘'‘was my
teacher,’’ and he described the priest as a very valuable man who
vorked for peace and for the economic and social development of the
population.

10. Costa Rican Foreign Minister Rodrigo Madrigal Nieto, in
statements to the press, regretted the death of the clergymen.
‘‘Working for peace is very difficult,’’ he said.

11. Madrigal Nieto said today he hoped the dialogue between the
government and the guerrillas would continue despite the war.

12. Guatemalan Foreign Minister Ariel Rivera Irias supported the .

statements of his Costa Rican colleague, and he condemned the use of
violence as a political tool.
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